News of Elizabeth Lutheran Church

June Highlights

une 4,11,18 & 25th
Quilting & crafts day @ 1pm in FH

June 7

Brice Woods’s First Communion
June 14 thru 16t

VBS 5:30-8 pm

June 14th

Flag Day

June 17th
Brotherhood mtg/meal @ 6 pm

June 20th

Community pantry -volunteer
opportunities Thurs, Fri and Sat

June 21st
Father’s Day

June 24th
Council Mtg @ 5:30 in the FH

June 26th
Gulf Coast Blood Drive

June 29th

Newsletter info deadline @ 10 am
Altar Guild WON'T meet until Sept 6

Elizabeth Lutheran Church

165 CR 307 (PO Box 675)
Caldwell, TX 77836
Office: 979-567-4286 (Mon-Thurs 9-1)
office@elizabeth-lutheran.org
www.elizabeth-lutheran.org

Pastor’s email:

pastor@elizabeth-lutheran.org
Prayer Chain

Lisa Blum
Margaret Hibbeler
Clair Schulle
Connie Suehs
Debbie Skrabanek
Twana Benner
Sue Brinkman
Christie Havemann
Becky Goetsch
Penny Neal
Dianna Curington

Council Members
President — Cody Novosad
Vice Pres - Vince Neal
Secretary - Christie Havemann
Treasurer - Jaxton McNair
Property - Trent Groce
Worship - Vince Neal
Cong Life — Melanie Woods
Christian Ed - Rhonda Schroeder
Membership - Maryanne Rogers
Evangelism - Shawn Faust

Temp Pastoral Services - Richard
Brunk

| Loving God, loving others, shaving the Word. !
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Becky’s Billet-Doux: (French for “Love Letter”)

Pentecost

For everything there is a season, and time for every matter under heaven... Ecclesiastes 3:1

At the end of May we moved into the church season of Pentecost, I'm reminded not only of the seasons of our
weather but the seasons of our lives and the seasons of the church. The celebratory season of Easter ended on
Pentecost, May 24th. We are now in the season of Pentecost and remain there until Advent, Nov. 29th.
Pentecost is interrupted by several church holidays: Holy Trinity Sunday, May 31st; Reformation

Sunday, Oct. 25th; All Saints Sunday, Nov. 1 and Christ the King Sunday, Nov. 22nd.

Pentecost is our longest season. The Paraments are green to represent growth as we follow Jesus through his
travels and God matures our spirits in Him. Of course, the paraments change colors for the church holidays
just to keep our Altar Guild on their toes and to make sure that they remember the process of changing the
paraments.

Seasons change every year on our calendars and on our church calendar. | think God does this to remind us
that nothing stays the same on earth. Everything here is temporary. As much as we try to ensure that nothing
at the church changes, it does change.

The Season of Elizabeth being the call process has ended. My season in west Texas is ending. My beginning in
Caldwell is just around the corner. Robert and | are excited for this new chapter in our lives and are excited to
be coming “home” to Elizabeth LC.

Often, we despise change. It is the same in most churches just as it is in other places like work and home. But
there are changes we welcome. New babies change everything yet are welcomed additions (like baby
Berkley!) New musicians add to worship and are welcomed. Even though we battle change, and most often
lose, not all changes are bad. One thing we know for sure, however, is that God does not change.

The seasons change, other things change, but God is the same immovable, immutable rock. He is forever and
ever the same. “’Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will
not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you.” (Isaiah
54:10, NIV) Isn’t that enough? Isn’t the consistent, never-changing love of God enough? Even if the sun turned
purple? Or if water started running uphill? Isn’t the Love of God enough?

The unshakable love of God is enough, and it is eternal. All the temporal ever-changing things of earth don’t
hold a candle to the unchangeable God and his unchangeable love for you. | hope this brings you comfort as
we welcome in the long season of Pentecost, and as Robert & | make our home in Caldwell. God is here. He
loves you, and that never changes, for all eternity. Amen.

Pastor Becky

PRAYER OF THE MIONTH) : Holy Lord, God of all things seen and unseen, as we navigate this life it is such a
comfort to know that you are here for us. You never leave us and you always guide us. Help us to seek you
before we react to the world. Help us to rest in you instead of worrying about the unknown. Thank you for
calling us to you and holding on to us forever. In Jesus’ name, Amen.




CELEBRATIONS

=

June June Anniversaries June
Birthdays @ Baptisms
N© =

Christy Faust 1 Duane & Betty Gold 4 | Casen Skrabanek 1
Fritz Wolz 1 Stephen & Dana Skrabanek 6 | Peyton Skrabanek 2
Casey Blum 3 Henry & Dianna Curington 14 | Marissa Brinkman 8
Marcia Post 4 Bubba & Laurie Frieda 19 | MacKenzie Brinkman 8
Aubrey Kovasovic 6 Duane & Terri Suehs 20 | Mathew Amaya 13
Lynn Post 9 Mark & Martha Streetman 21 | Hudson Novosad 20
Margaret Hibbeler 11 Julianne Gerland 20
Joni Cook 14 Kelsey Graves 23
James "IV" Duke 14

Tammy Stevenson 16

Laurie Frieda 16

Melanie Woods 19

Kim Holle 20

Bubba Frieda III Z2

Faith Duke 23

Rylie Lloyd 24

Alice Wiederhold 25

*For corrections or additions, please email office@elizabeth-lutheran.org

I ﬁz VTWe are grateful that our fellowship room can host bereavement gatherings, showers, parties, I

and other special events. To help keep this space welcoming for everyone, we kindly ask that all groups
follow fellowship room etiquette. Please return tables and chairs to their original setup, remove all
decorations and personal items, wipe down surfaces, and take out the trash before leaving. Restoring I
the room ensures it is clean, orderly, and ready to bless the next event that gathers here. Thank you for

your care and consideration.



Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday | Saturday
1 2 3 Z 5 6
Crafts &Quilting
Day @ 1pmin
the FH
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Brice Woods's Crafts &Quilting
1st Communion Day @ 1pm in
the FH
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Flag Day VBS-5:30-8 pm | VBS-5:30-8 pm | Brotherhood Pantry Pantry Community
“Illumination “Illumination mtg/meal @ Volunteer 6 PM | Volunteer Pantry
VBS - 5:30-8pm Station Station 6pm Crafts &Quilting daM B::S()t?glfhzn
“Illumination Day @ 1pm in
Station” the FH
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father’s Day Council Mtg Crafts &Quilting | p10 -4 pri
@ 5:30 pm Day @ 1pmin | 0004 Prive
o==0 the FH
28 29 30
Newsletter info
deadline by 10
AM

Monthy Financial Information:

2026 Annual Budget:
Amount needed monthly:
Amount needed weekly:
Operating acct rec’d in May:
Building Funds rec’d in May:
Kimmel acct rec’d in May:
Average Sunday attendance:

$257,375.00
$ 21,447.92
$ 4,949.52
$ 17,842.00

$ 11,645.00 ($555.0000 current principle balance owed)
$ 25,000 grant money awarded (new playground)
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June Worship Responsibilities

9 AM June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28
Service
USHERS Jeff Curington, Henry Curington, Weldon Coker, Mike Cook, Paul Schulle and
Mark Streetman
ALTAR Sharon Novosad & Mandy Novosad
GUILD
ACOLYTES
Grace Duke Emmy Supak Bowen Gerland Faith Duke
READERS Melanie Woods Makala Gerland Hudson Novosad Gail Broussard
AUDIO/
VISUAL Britt Lloyd Cody Novosad Devin Gerland Vince Neal

WOMEN OF THE WORD NEWS

+ Do you know of someone in need of prayer? Prayer chain contact info on the front page or call the
church office @ 567-4286.

#+ All ELC women, 18 years and older, are automatically WOW members!

#+ Has your contact info changed? Please contact: Joni Cook @ 979-220-0417

Hosting

Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve!

Please support weekly fellowship time after church

We would love your help in supporting our weekly fellowship time after church
service! This is a special opportunity for our church family to gather, connect
and encourage one another over light refreshments and conversations. You can
help in one of two ways:
Host Weekly Fellowship: Volunteers are to help host our fellowship time.
may include setting out snacks, making coffee, cleaning up. Please sign up on the
fellowship chart on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Replenish Cookies or Snacks: You can bring cookies or other simple refresh- ments to replinish what we share
after service. This is a wonderful way to contribute even if you are unable to host. Your participation helps
strengthen our church community and provides a meaningful space for friendship and fellowship each week.

. CRAFTS & QUILTING PAYS - EVERY THURSDAY at 1 PM

I , Cuatsy and quilling days continue each Thuaday at 1 pm. Tt neven toe late te join the funw &

IgdLmMMupuunwwoMMMgmupoywm —ask anuy el the ladies v mene inge!



by Pastor Bryce Formwalt
Director of Mission Growth

A Holy Calling

Ever think about what a calling is? Both Christians and non-Christians alike sometimes refer to their career,
volunteer work, role, or purpose in their family or social group as a calling. One worldly formula is GIFTS +
PASSION + VALUES = CALLING. But as followers of Jesus, how do we understand what it means to be called?

Our theme for the 2026 Texas District Gathering is CALLED, drawn from a single verse penned by the Apostle
Paul in his final letter to Timothy, a young pastor whom he has mentored. In 2 Timothy 1:9, Paul writes: “He has
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.” In this single verse, Paul both proclaims the
gospel while grounding for us what it means to be called.

Paul begins this verse by articulating that calling cannot be separated from the gospel. Paul writes, “He has saved
us and called us...” Our call flows from God’s grace that we have received and not the other way around. No one
is called because they have earned it, proved themselves, or have the right credentials. As Paul writes, “not
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace.” How often do we look at our past mistakes,
our lack of training or experience, or our fear of failure and conclude that God must be calling someone else? But
God's Word is clear: the call has nothing to do with our works, but rests solely on God's own purpose and grace.
God delights in calling ordinary, unfinished people and equipping them as he sends them.

While God starts by calling ordinary people, Paul points out that the call itself is a “holy calling.” The word “holy” is
often translated as “set apart; consecrated or dedicated to the Lord.” When God calls an ordinary person to
Kingdom service, the call is not merely a career path or volunteer activity that matches their personality or brings
them a sense of self-fulfillment. Understood biblically, God’s call is a sacred setting apart for Kingdom purposes.
God calls people to all different kinds of mission and ministry, both in our ordinary, day-to-day life as well as out into
new mission fields that will stretch our faith.

So, what does this mean for us? | believe that this is a reminder to pay close attention to what God is up to. Ask,
“God, what are you up to in my life? How are you calling me to be set apart for particular Kingdom service?” And,
this is also a call to pray for God to stir up in others as well. The church can and should be a place where we pray
for, encourage, and equip one another to take the steps needed to faithfully respond to how God is calling us.

Friends, God is still calling people of faith into Kingdom service, just as he always has. May we help one another
recognize and respond in faith to his holy calling according to his purpose and grace.

Our 2026 LCMC Texas District Annual Gathering is July 24-25 in New Braunfels, Register by June 30 for early-bird pricing at
www.lcmctexas.org/annual-gathering.

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of Harvest Workers, an online
ministry training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach
congregations on mission. Please contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@Ilcmctexas.org.

© 2026 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission.
June 2026



Vacation Bible Scheel — TUuminatien Statien
Geteady v anw exciting and gaith-filled aduventwre at this yearv's Vacatien Bible Scheol, TUwmination Station!
Join usy Gune 14-16 (rom 5:30 PM,— 8:00 P, or thiee evenings of puw, pellowship, Bible leasons, music, cuakls,
games, and leawwning how Ged’s lightl shines i ewv livey. Childrien will enjoy engaging activities designed to
wapine aith, puendship, and joy. We ane alse losking (o velunteens te help make UBS asuccess! Whethen yow
cowv asdisl wilhy teaching, cwaglsy, snacks, games, decenating, ov tegistuation, yowv help i tuly needed and
greally appreciated. Please sign up in the gellowship hall ify yow are intenested in helping. Mank yowy calendany
and wwile foumily and friends o be panl of this special event. We ca't wail te see evewyone at TUuminatien
Glalion!
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Elizabeth Lutheran Church
165 CR 307/ P.0. Box 675 Caldwell, Texas 77836
(979)567-4286 office@elizabeth-lutheran.org

Elizabeth Lutheran Church 30t Annual
July 3rdCelebration & Fireworks Display

Dear Friend:

We hope you and your families are doing well! The members of Elizabeth Lutheran Church enjoy
providing Caldwell and the Brazos Valley with a safe, friendly, and fun Independence celebration for
everyone. This year we are hosting a triple celebration:

United States of America’s 250 years of Independence,
Elizabeth Lutheran Church’s founding 141 years ago, and
Elizabeth Lutheran’s 30t Annual July 3™ Celebration & Fireworks Display

We look forward to having a magnificent evening of fun and festivities to celebrate these milestones.
Reserve the date now: Friday, July 3, 2026, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at Elizabeth Lutheran Church on
Highway 21 East (165 CR 307) in Caldwell. This festivity has grown far beyond Caldwell, attracting
visitors from throughout the Brazos Valley and surrounding areas.

Your support helps provide a night full of fellowship, great food, live music, children’s games, a silent
auction, raffle and a glorious array of fireworks for all to enjoy.

When you participate as an event underwriter, a sponsor, or a raffle item donor your name will appear on
our banners, display lists, raffle tickets, our church website and in the local newspaper.

We welcome and appreciate your support with this event as a sponsor, donor of raffle items and/or silent
auction items, or financial supporter.

Please complete and remit the enclosed donation form to the church to show your support of this
glorious event to the attention of Betty Gold, P. 0. Box 675, Caldwell, TX 77836.

To have sponsor names or raffle donations listed on our raffle tickets, please respond by May 14,
2026. Items don'’t have to be in the church at this time, just your commitments.

Donations, raffle items and silent auction items will be accepted until June 30, 2026. If you have
any raffle or sponsorship questions, please contact Betty Gold at 979-777-1964. For silent auction items
contact Penny Neal at 979-220-7886 or Becky Goetsch at 979-676-0523. You can also contact the church
for general questions at 979-567-4286. Your support is greatly appreciated. Thank you for making this

event an enjoyable time for all.

Sincerely,

Betty Gold, ELC July 3t Planning Committee
View our website at www.elizabeth-lutheran.org for more information.



Elizabeth Lutheran Church 30t Annual
July 3" Celebration & Fireworks Display

?f you wish to be a sponsor in one of the categories below, or if you wish to donate a raffle
item, silent auction item or monetary gift, please mark your choice(s) below.

To support the event, please remit this form along with your moneta donation
sponsorship, silent auction or raffle item by June 30, 2026

If you have questions, contact Betty Gold at 979-777-1964 for raffle or sponsorships.
For silent auction items Penny Neal at 979-220-7886 or Becky Goetsch at 979-676-0523.

Sponsorship Levels

Fireworks Finale Sponsor* $ 5,000 (+)
*Includes 4 reserved parking spaces

Stars Sponsor* $ 2,500 (+)
*Includes 2 reserved parking spaces

Stripes Sponsor $ 1,000 (+)

Red Sponsor $ 500 (+)

White Sponsor $ 300 (+)

Blue Sponsor $ 200 (+)

Raffle item:

Silent Auction item:

Monetary Donation:

Please list below exactly how you wish your name to appear for our event and
complete the address and contact information:

Business/Name:

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip

Phone: Contact:

Email Address:

Donation enclosed: Yes No
*** If you need an invoice, please mark here:

Donations, raffle items and silent auction items will be accepted until June 30,
2026. Thank you again for making this event an enjoyable time for all.

Mail to: ELC July 3™ Planning Committee
Attention: Betty Gold
P. O. Box 675, Caldwell, Texas 77836
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Elizabeth Lutheran Church July 3rd 2026 Celebration Raffle Donations
* Ruger American Gen2 250th Anniversary Edition .308 w/ Vortex Scope and
* Ruger LCP MAX 250th Anniversary Edition .380 - Elizabeth Lutheran Church
* Ruger Harrier AR 15.223 - Ray, Randy & Bruce Brinkman,
Kevin McManus, Trent Groce & Jaxton McNair
* Ruger American Gen2 Patrol 6ARC - Ray, Randy & Bruce Brinkman,
Kevin McManus, Trent Groce & Jaxton McNair
* Ruger American Gen2 Ranch .223 - Gabbo & Becky Goetsch
* Henry H1X 22LR Threaded Barrel - Keith Maresh, Mike Cook and Buddy Warren
Omie's Ranch Haus in Fredericksburg Two Nights for Six - Elizabeth Lutheran Church
Two - $250 Gift Certificates - Sharon & Ben Novosad
$250 Gift Certificate - Caldwell Dry Cleaners & Laundry
$200 Gift Certificate - Mike & Joni Cook
$200 Gift Certificate - Henry & Dianna Curington
$200 Gift Certificate - Becky & Gabbo Goetsch
$200 Gift Certificate — Arlen & Kim Holle
$200 Gift Certificate - Frances Zgabay
Two - $150 Gift Certificates — Elizabeth Lutheran Church Women of the Word
Two - $150 Gift Certificates - Elizabeth Lutheran Church Altar Guild
Three - $100 Gift Certificates - Pat & Marilyn Seymour
$100 Gift Certificate - Burleson County Co-Op
Two - Stoeger S3000-C Pellet Rifle - Champion Firearms
$50 Gift Certificate - Masfajita’s Mexican Restaurant
$50 Gift Card for a Hot Stone Pedicure - Lt Nail Spa
Large Pizza/4 Drinks/30 Tokens - Chuck E Cheese
$40 Gift Certificate - Joe’s Italian Grill Caldwell
$40 Gift Certificate - Texas Seafood & Steakhouse in Caldwell
$30 Meal Gift Card/T-Shirt/Chips & Queso - Chuy’s
Chemical Guys Wash & Shine Car Cleaning Kit- O’Reilly Auto Parts
Napa Battery Charger 6V-12V/Two Napa Caps - Napa Auto Parts
Ten - Lunch or Dinner for Two with Tea - McAlister’s Deli
Three - Golden Corral Choice Buffets for Two - Golden Corral
Two - $25 Gift Cards - Chili’s
$30 Gift Card - BJ’s Brewhouse

Do not have to be present to win. * Must be 18 years of age to claim. Firearm winners subject to background check.
ELC is not responsible for background check results. Fireworks, Live Music, Raffle, Silent Auction, Watermelon, Food Trucks, Kids Games
& Inflatables. Purchase Food & Wrist Bands for Kids Activities. MUST CLAIM PRIZE BY 8-31-26

Silent Auction bids will close on Sunday. July Sth @ 12 noon & Winners will be notified via Galabid at
www.clizabeth-lutheran.org/julv3rd  Raffle Tickets Sales will close Sundav, July Sth @ 12 noon & drawing @ 6 pm




Elizabeth Lutheran Church - Community Wide 30" Annual
July 3" Celebration & Fireworks Display 2026
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Fireworks Finale Sponsorship
C & H Welding & Fabricating, Inc.

Stars Sponsorship
Evers And Sons Inc. Vince & Penny Neal Jayne & Emmitt Wolz
Stripes Sponsorship
CC Electric, LLC Cindy’s Hair Salon Citizens State Bank The Cottage
Edward Jones, Greg Browning, FA NEI Construction & Mainstreet Gym
Red Sponsorship
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative Burns & Reyes-Bums, PLLC Rodney & Christie Havemann
JackRabbit Manufacturing Kocurek Industries Inc. Sharon & Ben Novosad
Subway Alice Wiederhold Woodson Lumber Co.
White Sponsorship

Brazos Valley RV Park  Bud Cross Ford, Inc. ~ Caldwell Livestock Commission Henry & Dianna Curington
Hobbs Ag Services Homeyer Feed, LLC ~ Jeff Mowing & Landscaping Knights of Columbus #6366

Danny Koerth, CPA, P.C. Pico Propane & Fuels Rik-Mar Fabricators, Inc.
Rollo Insurance - Caldwell Pete & Jo Scarmardo Family ~ Debbie Skrabanek  Strickland Funeral Home
Blue Sponsorship
Burleson County Motor Supply, Inc. ~ Caldwell Dry Cleaners & Laundry  Mike & Joni Cook  Arlen & Kim Holle
Jaecks Insurance Agency K & H Portable Toilets, Inc. KoC Outdoors

Phillips & Luckey Funeral Home Pizza Hut of Caldwell Suehs Family ~ Summit Pump & Safety, Inc.



CALEED

Annual Gathering 2026

By His Grace, For His Purpose
2 Timothy I-9

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

- Ben Griffin
= Nathan Hoff
< Julie Smith

FEATURING

e 18 Breakouts to choose from

e Separate Youth Gathering &
Lock-in

e Great Food & Worship
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Pt f ’/f $80 by June 30 | $110 after
Youth - 509 OFF
EARLY BIRD ENDS SOON!

&> WEBSITE

www.lcmctexas.org
_/annual-gathering




