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The NOEL Newsletter 
O f  

E l i z a b e t h  L u t h e r a n   

C h u r c h

What’s Inside?? 
 

A CARING CHURCH  
 Pastor’s Letter 
 Lutheran World 

Relief 
A THANKFUL CHURCH 
 WELCA 

A FUN CHURCH 
 IGNITE 
 Walk in the Park 
 Game Nights 

A SERVING CHURCH 
 Caldwell Middle 

School Big Event 
 Community Pantry 
 July 3rd Celebration 
 Schedules      

A LEARNING CHURCH  
 First Communion 
 Sunday School 
 VBS 2017 
 RightNow Media 
 Financial Planning 

A PRAYING CHURCH 
 Prayer Chain  

AN ACTIVE CHURCH  
 April Calendar & 

May Mentions 
 Birthdays, etc. 

 

HOLY WEEK AT 
ELC 

 
Apr 9 – 9 a.m. & 11:30 

a.m. Palm Sunday 
Worship 

April 10, 11 and 12 – 
Noon to 1 p.m. 

Community Holy 
Worship at Glory Hub 

Church (behind 
Garden Spot/Town 

Square 
Apr 13 – 6:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday 

Worship 
Apr 14 – 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday Worship 
 

 
Apr 16 – 7 a.m. Easter 

Sunrise Worship & 
Breakfast 

9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
Easter Worship 

10 a.m. Easter Egg 
Hunt 

Elizabeth Lutheran Church 
165 CR 307 

(PO Box 675) 
Caldwell, TX 77836 
Pastor Richard Brunk 

Cell: 832-483-0702 
Email Address: brunkfin@aol.com 

Kayla Darling, Office Manager 
Office: 979-567-4286 

Email: office@elizabeth-lutheran.org 
Monday – Thursday, 9-1 

><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

Council Members: 
President – Emmitt Wolz 

979-777-6297 
Vice President/Worship – Jeff 

Curington 
979-571-7271 

Secretary/Stewardship – Sharon 
Novosad 

979-272-8375 
Treasurer – Debbie Skrabanek 

979-324-2671 
Evangelism – Lillian Beasley 

979-272-8265 
Financial Secretary – John Hoffman 

979-567-1182 
Membership – Henry Curington 

979-535-4467 
Education – Connie Suehs 

979-200-9632 
Property – Larry Blum 

979-412-2424 
><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

Visit Us on the Web! 

www.elizabeth-lutheran.org 
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PASTOR’S LETTER 
From the pastoral letters in many other church newsletters, there is a common 

theme.  Pastors love to talk about: how fast time is flying by, how busy everyone is and 
how their church has so many different events going on. 

ELC apparently is pretty normal.  Time is flying by, everyone is busy and we do 
have a lot of things going on. 

Every person in our church family has many, many choices to make daily.  There 
are thousands of things trying to get our attention daily.  How many e-mails, text 
messages, tweets and phone calls do you get every day?  How many stations are on your 
TV, car radio and even on your phone?  How many books, CD’s and electronically stored 
media items do you have wanting your attention.  Add kids and school activities, work 
responsibilities, home, lawn and auto maintenance, bills, taxes…… well you get the point. 

How many of those tasks and events do you remember from the past year or 5, 10, 
20, 40 or 50 years?   Which of those things were routine, urgent or important? 

Routine things, as we jokingly say, can be done “in our sleep.”  How many of those 
things need to go away or be revitalized?  When my oldest daughter, Sara, was in 
elementary school, Friday was “spelling test day.”  It also turned into “ice cream day”, IF 
the spelling tests went well.  The carpool of kids and I looked forward to those days.  
That extra 20 or 30 minute side trip not only broke the routine, but remains as a 
cherished memory for me and my daughter.  God did not give us creativity, intelligence 
and vision to let ourselves waste away. 

Urgent things seem important.  They seldom are.  They can become important if 
we do not take care of them.  A tire low on air is easy to ignore, but will soon become a 
flat tire.  That is urgent.  If it is a flat tire on an ambulance, however, it can be a very 
important problem as well.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

I have an old whistling tea kettle.  It lets me know, with an increasingly loud sound, that I 
need to pay attention.  Urgent things in life are like that tea kettle, often demanding our 
attention, but sometimes containing nothing but steam and noise. 

Important things, on the other hand, may or may not make a lot of noise to get our 
attention.  In fact, they are usually pretty quiet.  Many medical warning signs are silent or 
hard to notice.  Dental cavities do not just suddenly appear.  Ten extra pounds seldom 
land on our waists overnight.  

A Caring Church 
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There is a song I have heard many times, which gets my attention.  “Be careful 
little eyes” is a not too subtle reminder that we get in trouble by not paying attention to 
the little, but important things of life.  That extra 5 minutes with family or friends, the 
daily courtesies, watching our diet and exercise, setting priorities and many other 
things in life may seem very small at the moment, but guess what?  Over time, those 
little things that we miss can erode the very foundations of our marriages, families, 
jobs, communities, church and spiritual life.   

At Easter, we celebrate THE most important event in human history.  Jesus, the 
Son of God, who was born, preached, taught, tried, beaten and executed is ALIVE.  

What routine events are keeping you from truly celebrating the Resurrection? 
What urgent events threaten to disrupt your being able to rejoice in the words, “He is 
Risen”?    
 
Pastor Richard E. Brunk, Jr. 
 
********************************************************************************** 
 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
WELCA is still collecting personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief through April 9. 
Include the following items in each personal care kit: 
 One light weight bath size towel 

Two or three bath size bars of soap in original wrapping 
One adult size toothbrush 
One sturdy comb 
One metal nail clipper 

If you would rather make a monetary donation, we will purchase the above items and 
assemble the kits for you. As always, we appreciate your support. A basket is located in 
the narthex. If you have any questions, contact Shirley 979-272-3185 or Alice 979-567-
3121. Thank you. 

A Thankful Church  

The Brazos Cluster Women of ELCA had their spring meeting last Saturday, March 
25th at our church. Pastor opened with prayer. Our thanks to everyone who helped 
put this meeting together. The food was great, lots of good fellowship and a 
wonderful donation.  
Thank you again, WELCA 
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A Serving Church 

CALDWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL (Second Annual) BIG EVENT Friday, April 21.  
CMS has just under 400 middle school students that will be bused into the community to 
perform Worship projects. If you need any help or know anyone who needs help, contact 
Ryanne Jolly at rjolly@caldwellisd.net or (979) 567-2640. More info is on our church 
Bulletin Board and church website. 
 
COMMUNITY PANTRY   
In March we provided food for 227 families.  We always need volunteers to help each 
third Saturday from 7a.m. to noon.  We had a few out sick or out of town in March.  We 
missed them badly.  Many hands make light work as the old saying goes.  Mike Cook 979-
567-1953 is the contact point for volunteers and community contacts.  
 
JULY 3RD CELEBRATION   
First 2017 planning meeting - Monday, April 3rd at 6:30 p.m.  
We need your help in many different areas! Everyone is invited. Coordinators please 
attend. We still need coordinators for food, bingo and silent auction. Can you fill one of 
these positions? Please talk to Vince Neal 979-567-7921. If you are interested is donating 
an item or sponsoring part of our event, please contact Betty Gold 979-567-3501. 

A Fun Church 

IGNITE: COMBINED YOUTH PROGRAM Wednesdays @ 6:00 p.m.  
Since February, over 30 youth and adult youth leaders gather weekly here at ELC with 
leaders and youth from Area 3:16 Church and several other churches.  IGNITE is open to 
all community youth in grades 8-12. We gather for fun, food and Christian fellowship. For 
more information, talk with Pastor or Pastor Juan Frausto (360-440-4162).   
 
WALK IN THE PARK    
We’re Back! Come for fellowship and exercise at your own pace.  Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 6 p.m. at Davidson Creek Park 
 
GAME NIGHTS: Join the Fun!  
In April, join the Fun Friday April 21st. (No game night on Good Friday, April 14th.)   Other 
months we gather every 2nd and 3rd Friday at 6:30 p.m. Dominoes, food & fellowship. 

mailto:rjolly@caldwellisd.net
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SCHEDULES  

 APR 2 
Palm 

Sunday 
APR 9  

EASTER 
APR 16 

7:00, 9:00 & 
11:30 a.m.  

APR 23 APR 30 

USHERS 9 AM 
Cody Novosad (Captain), Randy Brinkman, Bradley Novosad, Stephen 

Hibbeler, Buddy Warren, and Keith Schroeder 

ALTAR GUILD 9 
& 11:30 AM 

Twana Benner and Makala Gerland 

ACOLYTES 9 
AM 

Caitlyn Ciara Holdyn Collin Bree 

FLOWERS 
Twana 
Benner 

Clair Schulle Lilies 
Paul & 
Willie 
Hobbs 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
10 AM 

  
8 AM 

Breakfast 
  

READERS 9 AM 
Jim 

Culverhouse 
 

Vince Neal & 
Brayden 
Titzman 

  

AUDIO/VISUAL 
9 AM 

Brad Doss 

NURSERY 9AM Kelsey Hoffman 

 

A Learning Church 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES:  APRIL 2, 23 & 30 Sundays 5-6 p.m.   
 
FIRST COMMUNION 
Parents, if your child is asking questions about communion it may be time for our 
“pastor, student & parent class.” Please talk with me if you think it may be time for 
communion instruction.   
 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY every 2nd Monday at 10 a.m. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL for all ages at 10:30 a.m.  Come see what is happening!   
Kids SS will be singing Easter Sunday! The Adult Class has been having some great 
Bible studies and discussions.  Somehow we get a lot of learning done in the midst of a 
lot of laughter. 
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VBS 2017 
CAMP ELIZABETH 
Date: July 9th – July 11th   
Time: 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
Ages: 4 yr old – 4th grade 
Join us and enjoy great songs, crafts, Super Bible Stories, fun outside activity. Each 
night we will be serving supper. We will take up a collection of canned goods to 
support our church food pantry. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
TIRED OF FAKE NEWS TV?  HOW ABOUT SOME VIDEO TRUTH?   
All of our church members, family and friends have free, no obligation access to:  

   
Enjoy thousands of Bible studies, videos for kids of all ages, and other faith resources.  
Give us your email address and we will send you your free sign in link. Questions?  Ask 
Pastor or Kayla.  
RIGHT NOW MEDIA: FREE LEARNING FOR ALL AGES ANYTIME 
Give us a good email address for free access to thousands of online Bible Studies, and 
Christian Videos for all ages.  The cartoon Bible studies for kids are very popular with 
parents as well.  Watch and share messages from well-known series, speakers, pastors 
and teachers; including the Veggie Tales!  We will send you the free sign in link: no 
strings and no fees.  This is our gift to you! 
 
 
FREE FINANCIAL PLANNING:  Life is about how we spend our time, energy, money 
and how that affects our personal, family, financial and spiritual lives.  Our goal is to 
have the best informed church family we can.  Look what we have to offer: 

1. Our friend Sheldon Mitchell (512-810-1151) is wrapping up our drive to 
provide all of our members with FREE wills, Powers of Attorney and other vital 
documents. 

2. Our friend Dr. Liz Johnson (713-775-1595) from Lutheran Foundation of the 
Southwest LFSW is also taking appointments for FREE estate planning guidance and 
FREE help in setting up endowments, family trusts and much more.  Call directly or talk 
with Pastor. 

3. Our ELC member Gerald Giesenschlag, a Financial Advisor, (979-219-0639) will 
be writing  newsletter articles on financial issues affecting many, if not all, of our 
church families.  We are also looking forward to his leadership in a class on financial 
issues and faith to begin sometime after Easter!  
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Have a request, concern or person 
needing prayer – Call the Prayer Chain 
 
Alice Wiederhold  979-567-3121 
Margaret Hibbeler 979-229-5422 
Lillian Beasley    979-272-8265 
Tomelane Gaskamp 979-272-3130 
Clair Schulle  956-793-1160 
Karen Speck  979-492-5262 
Pat Tobolka   979-272-1222 
Sylvia Hein   979-272-8247 
Dianna Curington  979-535-4467 
Jayne Wolz   979-324-9033 
 

Want your Prayer Requests placed 
in the bulletin/newsletter? 
  
Help us to pray together for current 
and ongoing needs within our 
extended church family, community 
and nation.  Call, text, mail, email or 
just get a note to the office. 
  
Let our prayers be raised for all in 
need!   Thanks, Pastor 
 

Pray for, visit and send cards to: 
 
Mildred Flippin  
Billy J. Sebesta 
J.D. Suehs 
at Burleson St. Joseph Manor, 1022 State 
Highway 21 E, Caldwell, TX 77836 
 
Doris Sikorski 
at Carriage Inn, 4235 Boonville Rd, APT 
304, Bryan, TX 77802 
 
Florence Frankson 
at The Lexington Center, 679 I-45 South 
#103, Huntsville, TX 77340        or                
126 Main Street, Huntsville, TX 77340-
2643 
 
 

Need to talk? 
Want Holy Communion at 
home, nursing home or 
hospital? 
Have an illness, accident, 
surgery or other need? 
Want to visit by phone or in 
person?      
                                    

For any of these or other needs, call or 
text Pastor 

 
 
 

Emergency? Call Pastor Brunk 
at any time: 832-483-0702. 

 

A Praying Church 
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APRIL CALENDAR…  
Sunday 2nd – 9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Worship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

5 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Monday 3rd – 6:30 p.m. July 3rd Celebration Meeting 
Wednesday 5th – 6 p.m. IGNITE youth program 

Lenten Worship 6:30 p.m. followed by meal 
Sunday 9th – 9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Last day WELCA will be collecting personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
Information is on the basket in the narthex. 

Monday 10th – 10 a.m. Women’s Bible Study and 6:30 p.m. Altar Guild                                                                                                                                                   
Mon-Wed. 10th-12th – 12-1 p.m. Community Holy Week Worship Services @ Glory  

Hub Church behind Garden Spot Restaurant/Town Square   
Wednesday 12th – 6 p.m. IGNITE youth program 
Thursday 13th – 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship 
Friday 14th – 6:30 p.m. Good Friday Worship 
Saturday 15th – Community Pantry 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Sunday, April 16 – 7 a.m. Easter Sunrise Worship & Breakfast 

9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Easter Worship 
Monday 17th – 7 p.m. Council Meeting 
Wednesday 19th – 6 p.m. IGNITE youth program 
Friday 21st – 6:30 p.m. Game Night 
Sunday 23rd – 9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. Worship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

5 p.m. Confirmation Class 
Wednesday 26th – 6 p.m. IGNITE youth program 
Sunday 30th – 9 a.m. (Hwy 36 plays) & 11:30 a.m. Worship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

5 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 

 
 
MAY MENTIONS... 
Thursday-Saturday, May 18-20 – 2017 Synod Assembly in Houston will attempt to 
address the questions, “Who is my neighbor?” Matthew 5:43-44 
Sunday, May 21 – Delivered will play our 9 a.m. Worship 
Tuesday, May 23 –LIFELINE Medical Screening 

An Active Church 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwie38ePsurSAhVB2IMKHRyyAS4QjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/7dac51aaca56adcb0f33d51344379d82f362cb26/april-showers-bring-may-flowers-clipart-in-black-and-white.html&psig=AFQjCNEiQocL_NdipCKnH5ciw4pHKJr-Jg&ust=1490281579679454
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BIRTHDAYS 
Levi Taylor    5 
J.D. Suehs    5 
Georgia Brinkman  6 
Makala Gerland   9 
Sara Siegert    11 
Hudson Novosad   12 
McKenzie Mendez  17 
Loren Anderson   19 
Brian Rok    20 
Shelby Anderson   21 
Julianne Gerland   22 
David Ray Schoenemann 23 
Madelyn Barton   23 
Randy Brinkman   26 
Lorey Hermann   27 
Lisa Ashorn    28 
 
 
 
 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Mark & Jodi Cochran  17 
Henry & Kerry Ondrasek 23 
Paul & Willie Hobbs  25 
Weldon & Carol Coker  26 
W.E. & Vernice Allen  28 
Jerry & Lillian Beasley  29 

 
BAPTISMS 
Carolyn Lacina   5 
Doris Sebesta   6 
Hayden Johnson   11 
Matthew Owens   11 
Ashley Owens   11 
Aimee Curington   12 
Abbey Stevenson   12 
Gabby Kovasovic   14 
Colby Maresh   15 
Florence Frankson  19 
Jake Hibbeler   19 
Arthur Kluge   23 
LaRisa Rok    24 
Robert Wiederhold  26 
Peggy Gaskamp   29 
Brittany McManus  30 
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